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President’s 

Message 

Early this spring of 2019 

a CACWL Board 

subcommittee 

created a Policy and 

Procedures manual, 

as well as a detailed 

info package 

containing a Brief 

History of CACWL and 

Director’s Duties 

details. All of this is in 

preparation for the 

upcoming transition 

of new faces on the 

Board! 

It has been wonderful 

working with so many 

dedicated artists over 

the 13 years that I’ve 

sat on the Board, the 

last 6 as president. It 

takes a team of many  

volunteers to keep a 

group like ours going,  

 

(Photo by Kathleen MacDonald) 

sharing the load so it is less burdensome for  

the few. This newsletter is an example of the 

team effort that has kept us energized and 

helps bind us as a community of artists with a 

broad cultural landscape.  Our meetings with 

member groups throughout the year where 

ideas are shared and upcoming events 

collaborated on, remind me how important 

these connections are. 

 

 
There are wonderful opportunities to explore the art 

in ‘nature’, many textures, colours and design 

options. The birds and chipmunks particularly enjoy 

this new section. 

 

 

Celebrating Cariboo Arts and Culture for 50 Years! 
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As I move into the ‘Past President ‘mode’, I look 

forward to supporting the new Executive and 

enjoying the fresh ideas and new perspectives 

they will bring to the table. A heartfelt thank you 

to Sharon Hoffman, also stepping down as 

secretary after 7 years, for keeping our Minutes 

organized, rooms booked, and Insurance 

coverage details lined up for the many 

groups.  On the creative side Sharon’s ideas 

and enthusiasm kept me going and I look 

forward to continuing to support the events we 

have built up together over these years. 

Of course, a huge KUDOS to the engagement, 

creativity, and steadfast dedication of Venta 

our Coordinator/Programs Manager, in keeping 

the Grants coming, newsletters flowing and 

endless projects and ongoing programs at a 

high standard. It is no small task to keep this and 

all the social media that interconnects us in this 

vast web fresh and updated. 

Now I will get back to my current ‘creative 

process’, .... art within nature, adding to our 

Xeriscape garden. Wishing you all the best with 

your projects! 

 
Marg Evans 

Coordinators Update 

Here we are midway through our 50th year!  To 

celebrate, we’ve been giving arts and culture 

experiences away, (for more on that, see 

below!) while planning to host a benefit concert 

later this fall. It’s been a year of review, 

reflection and exploration, to encourage 

dialogue about what the next decade will look 

like. 

To look forward, it pays to look back. On 

February 20, 1969, a formal Society was formed 

in Williams Lake for the furthering of an Arts and 

Culture mandate.  Its Constitution stated: 

The object of this Society shall be to increase 

and broaden the opportunities for the citizens of 

Williams Lake and its environs to enjoy and 

participate in cultural activities… 

 

An archival image from our files shows Anna 

Roberts instructing youth in August 1970, during the 

CACWL’s annual ‘Summer Workshop’ series. 

The original group went on to point out several 

directions in which this promotion of Arts and 

Culture could take place, and immediately 

jumped in to producing a ‘Summer Workshops’ 

series, where local and visiting art teachers in 

multiple disciplines gathered over a weekend to 

share their expertise with students in the 

community.  They also continued to support the 

member groups and their individual art forms, 

spinning a web of relationships. To observe the 

many facets of arts and culture service groups 

active in Williams lake today, the legacy is taken 

up by many, and in this way it will thrive. 50 years 

ago, the newly formed Community Arts Council 

set out a mandate that we still hold ourselves 

accountable to, an inspired scaffold that 
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supports growth and keeps us focused on 

community. 

Our volunteer Board of Directors has a HUGE 

stake in adding to the framework. Thank you to 

each of you! With each new Director, a new set 

of ideas enters the mix, layers of depth built on 

the past. It is our hope that we can encourage 

younger voices to inform our practices for the 

future. 

 

Zeljko Kujundzic brought his artistic expertise to 

Williams Lake artists repeatedly. In this archival 

photo from 1970, he peels a print off the press.   

As much as new ideas are valuable, so, too, are 

the guiding forces of the experienced members 

of our team.  President Marg Evans and 

Secretary Sharon Hoffman, I have learned so 

much from working with you these past four 

years, and I do believe we saw some wonderful 

growth take place in that time.  New projects 

like Giving Tree, Cabin Fever workshops and our 

concert series are just a few examples of things 

we can make happen if we put our minds to it.  

You will be missed! 

Venta Rutkauskas, Coordinator 

Upcoming Events 

Puddle Poetry in the Schools 

With the support of the City of Williams Lake and 

the Cariboo Regional District, we are the 

recipients of a Central Cariboo Arts and Culture 

Project Grant for Puddle Poetry in the Schools 

this fall!   

Our proposed project sees three artist 

educators teach the components of writing 

and performing poetry and spoken word to 2 

different classes over a 3 to 4-week period.  

Participants will be guided through the 

processes involved in inspiration for written work, 

writer’s craft, on to bringing these words to life 

through performance.   

 

Poets and spoken word performers Sonya Littlejohn 

and Dana I.D. Matthews present Puddle Poetry in 

the Schools this fall (Photo by Venta Rutkauskas) 

Instructors Dana I.D. Matthews, Sonya Littlejohn 

and Venta Rutkauskas come from varied 

backgrounds and teaching experiences, all of 

which makes them an interesting team to 
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watch.  Our long-term vision would see this 

project take off into many classrooms in the 

district, supporting local artists and infusing local 

schools with fresh perspectives in arts 

education. 

Pharis and Jason Romero Workshop and 

Concert 

We’ve said it before, we’ll say it again, yup, 2-

time Juno Award Winners for Traditional Roots 

album of the year performing for YOU Saturday 

November 30th. 

 

Two-time Juno award winners, Pharis and Jason 

Romero help us with our 50th year celebration 

(Photo by Forrest Gibson) 

Join us Saturday afternoon for a workshop in “All 

Things Banjo” (We’ll be releasing details about 

place, time and cost soon). Where did this 

instrument come from, who played it, and how 

is it made?  J. Romero Banjo Company might 

know a thing or two about it, wouldn’t you say?   

From the J. Romero Banjo website: As a builder, 

long-time player, and enthusiast of all things 

banjo, Jason is always thinking of the banjo's 

design and sound. After studying as a 

cabinetmaker and fine woodworker, he began 

working with the Wildwood Banjo Co.in Arcata, 

CA., as well as P.W. Crump 

Instruments and Clinesmith Guitars. Working in 

these shops and building a variety of instruments 

rounded out his experience as a luthier and 

developed a strong sense of instrument 

craftsmanship and skilled efficiency.    

Later that evening, we’ll delight in the duo’s 

sweet sounds, as part of a Community Arts 

Council fundraising event.  Our goal is to raise 

funds for our Youth Arts projects, including Art in 

the Park, Artists in the Schools and annual high 

school student awards. With your help and the 

talent of the Romeros, it is going to be a 

wonderful event! http://pharisandjason.com 

Winter and Spring Highlights 

50th  Anniversary Giveaways  

With the assistance of a Central Cariboo Arts 

and Culture Society Support grant, a most 

enjoyable initiative took place between the 

months of February and June.  To celebrate Arts 

and Culture, we “gave away” Arts and Culture, 

in the form of concert tickets, workshop fees, 

raffle baskets full of local artisanal goods and 

more.  Twenty-six individuals reaped the 

benefits of this great giveaway! 

http://www.wildwoodbanjos.com/
http://www.pwcrumpco.com/
http://www.pwcrumpco.com/
http://www.clinesmithinstruments.com/
http://pharisandjason.com/
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It was a delight to share the gifts of the 

community in this way, as it enabled us to 

communicate about our creative assets 

through a range of media. 

 

Kourtney Thompson and family attending the Celtic 

Routes concert this spring on behalf of our 50th 

Giveaway (Photo by Kourtney Thompson) 

  

Rena Johnson (centre), pictured with Cariboo 

Potters Guild President, Buff Carnes (left), won the 

first giveaway, a partial scholarship to the Guild’s 

winter lessons series.  (Photo by V. Rutkauskas) 

Thanks again to the Central Cariboo Arts and 

Culture Society for the opportunity to give the 

gift of culture in honour of our 50th year! 

POPS in the Park 

 

Joyful dancers Mary Forbes and daughter Phaedra 

Mayette take in the sounds at this year’s POPS 

(Photo by Kathleen MacDonald) 

Submitted by CAC Secretary Sharon Hoffman: 

This project is so rewarding.   

The 3rd Annual Pops in the Park took place on 

Sunday, June 16th. We jokingly referred to it a 

'POPS for Pops’, as this fell on Father's Day.  

Before the event, we secured $4100 in 

corporate sponsorship funds.  We are very 

grateful to our sponsors.  Then it was all up to the 

community.  Fortunately, the weather 

cooperated on the day of the event.  

Community members were coming and going 

all afternoon. The Boys and Girls Club donated 

the profits of their BBQ, and the community 

chipped in so the event took in over $5300.  Last 

year we had enough for 16 students to receive 

$300 each to go toward their music lessons. We 

can support more this year, and we will have 

enough funds left over to pay for group music 

lessons through the Boys and Girls Club. There 
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will also be a little cushion for advertising for next 

year. 

Music lessons are a luxury, and one of the first 

things that must go if a family is strapped 

financially.  Because of Pops, many children 

can continue with their lessons.   

 

Artist Steve Harkies brands POPS posters with colour 

and style every year! 

The CAC groups really step up to the plate for 

this event.  Members of WL Studio Theatre were 

MC's. To celebrate Father's Day, our MC's 

shared lame ' Dad ' jokes!  Quintet Plus, Synergy, 

Cariboo Gold Dance Band and the Cariboo 

Youth Fiddle group performed.  We had 5 solo 

acts performed by students who competed in 

the Cariboo Festival.  To round out the program, 

we had 3 students from the senior high school 

tour band perform a set. The Art in the Park 

ladies provided art entertainment for the little 

ones, and 2 children whose Mom is the director 

at the Potato House were passing the hat 

(butterfly nets) to collect donations from the 

audience. We thank the CAC for providing 2 

raffles.  Lynn Wanless won a gift basket with all 

sorts of local arts related items.  Marie Gibbons 

won 2 weekend passes to Arts on the Fly.  We 

also thank Steve Harkies.  He has designed a 

poster for us for the event each year. 

As mentioned, this is truly a feel good program.  

It is truly a shame if  deserving students cannot 

get musical instruction because of  finances. It 

has been our pleasure to help support these 

kids. 

 

Cariboo Chilcotin Youth Fiddle Society always draw 

a crowd, even the youngest in the audience 

delight in the sounds from their show, Celtic Routes. 

(Photo Kathleen MacDonald) 

William Wallace and I have been the leaders of 

this project for 3 years.  We are both wanting to 

step down from the leadership role, but we also 

both want to support new people who would 

like to take this on.   
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Jack Glatzer and Nasti Weather in 

Concert 

Live music performances are alive and well in 

Williams Lake and area, thanks to several 

community groups and individuals stepping up. 

CACWL’s contributions to the scene this last 

season included two varied musicians, one at 

the extremity of an illustrious career, while the 

other develops her unique voice in her 

formation years. 

 

Nasti Weather pours her soul into lyric and 

performance (Photo by Julia Bassal) 

On Wednesday, March 20, Nasti Weather, or 

Anastasia Schlechleitner, performed in the 

Graham Kelsey Room, backed up by her False 

Predictions, bassist Brin Porter and drummer 

Danny Bell. Danny Bell also packed his 

accordion along, dispatching his canny 

wisdom-songs for the night’s opening act. 

Later in spring, classical solo violin virtuoso, Jack 

Glatzer and his companion Margaret Hereld, 

performed a program titled, ‘To the Breaking 

Point’ a portrait of Vincent Van Gogh through 

script and music. Held at the Central Cariboo 

Arts Centre on May 15,  

Margaret and Jack are both devotees of art 

and the psyche, spending hours in conversation 

about the inner workings of an artist or 

musician’s motivation to create. In the 

exploration of Van Gogh, Mr. Glatzer paired 

Van Gogh with Eugene Ysaye, a Belgian born 

violin virtuoso and composer.   

The evening imparted heart and melancholy, 

beautifully capturing the essence of these 

giants of their field. Gratitude to Jack and 

Margaret, our volunteers and all those who 

attended the concert. 

  

Jack Glatzer and Margaret Hereld, our featured 

guests on May 15th, 2019  

Lake City Secondary Student Awards 

Each year, the CACWL awards one or two 

graduating students who have shown 

dedication to their artistic community within 

their school and beyond.  This year, Nelson Ives 
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was the recipient of a $500 award, while Jay 

Julius was the recipient of a second award for 

$250. We wish them all the best with their future 

endeavours. 

Member Group News 

Cariboo Art Society 

 

Jean Wellburn guides students of Scout Island’s 

Nature Kindergarten class through a painting class 

at the Cariboo Art Society guild room in April  

Highlights from this past season include a group 

show at Station House Gallery titled ‘Abstracted 

Colour’, a two-day painting workshop 

facilitated by Kathy Lauriente-Bonner and 

several visits by groups, including children from 

Exploring the Puddle and Scout Island Nature 

Kindergarten. 

Cariboo Chilcotin Youth Fiddle Society 

The Cariboo-Chilcotin Youth Fiddle Society 

started 2019 with our second annual “Frozen 

Strings” workshop at TRU and Gavin Lake. We 

invited Lea Kiersten, a new guest instructor, to 

join us and she brought a dynamic, creative, 

and fun energy to our group. We look forward 

to inviting her back! 

We loved performing at the Robbie Burns Night 

at the Legion, and we thank them for the 

invitation! Many of the kids (and a few parents!) 

tried haggis for the first time and appreciated 

the warm welcome we were given! 

 

Performing numbers from their enchanting show, 

Celtic Routes, CCYFS contributes their time to POPS 

in the Park on June 16 (Photo by Kathleen 

MacDonald) 

We continued to work on our big production for 

this year. Celtic Routes was performed at the 

Gibraltar Room on May 4 and 5, 2019. This epic 

show is a musical fiddle journey, as we follow the 

routes of Celtic music around the world. 

Imagine dandelion seeds, blowing in the 

breeze. Each seed carries the Celtic music 

traditions of its homeland. The seed lands, 

settles, sprouts and grows in its new country. The 

music of Ireland, France and Scotland begin to 

merge and blend with the melodies of the new 

country. Experience music as interesting to play 

as it is beautiful to hear…  
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If you would like more information about the 

CCYFS or its upcoming events, please contact 

us at ccyfsinfo@gmail.com or find us on 

Facebook by searching Cariboo Chilcotin 

Youth Fiddle Society Public Page. 

Cariboo Potters Guild 

The Cariboo Potters Guild has had a busy past 

half-year with Annual Beginner Lessons, Empty 

Bowls Fundraiser, Spring Sale and Children’s 

Festival. 

 

Karen Pritchard welcomes soup diners to Empty 

Bowls at the Legion last February. CACWL is proud 

to contribute to this fundraising event.    

For many years the potters have hosted 

Beginner Lessons.  This set of lessons takes 

students through how to handle clay, coil 

building, hand/slab building projects, wheel 

work, sculptural projects and glazing.  Many 

hours of member volunteer hours go into 

organizing, teaching, firing projects and 

supporting students.  These lessons introduce 

students to the wonders of pottery and are 

popular for sure!! 

During the busy weeks of lessons members were 

creating over 200 bowls for the Empty Bowl 

Fundraiser.  The Royal Canadian Legion 

generously offered the use of their facility to 

hold this amazing event; including donating hot 

drinks.  Local restaurants and cooks donated 

delicious soups and breads, to feed the 

enthusiastic attendees.  This 2+ hour event sees 

the lunch-goers leave with a happy belly and a 

handmade pottery bowl.  This year, as always, 

the profits are donated locally.  The Salvation 

Army received at donation of over $4,000 this 

year.  The community of Williams Lake should be 

proud! 

May saw the annual Spring Show and Sale at 

the front of the Central Cariboo Arts 

Centre.  Potters are given the opportunity to sell 

their wares and the community enthusiastically 

supports them. 

The Williams Lake Children’s' Festival was 

enjoyed by many "little people" and bigger 

ones in Boitanio Park again this May.  The potters 

contribute to this family event by hosting a clay 

station where visitors can create with a lump of 

clay. (Submitted by Jill Crosina) 

 

My daughter delights in clay creations, hosted by 

the Cariboo Potters Guild, who welcomed her 

kindergarten class last April. 
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Cariboo Gold Dance Band 

The Cariboo Gold Dance Band has had another 

busy year.  Since the annual meeting of the 

CACWL in April, the band has played three 

more concerts and has already tentatively 

booked two for the fall of 2019.   

On Saturday May 25, the Dance Band travelled 

to 100 Mile House to perform in collaboration 

with the 100 Mile House Community Band in the 

beautiful Martin Exeter Hall.  The members of the 

100 Community Band feel that interest in live 

music in their area in general and band 

membership specifically has dropped off lately, 

so the joint concert was set to give their band a 

bit of a “kick start” and re-energize the group.  

The performance went very well and was 

reasonably well attended with a finale that 

included all the members of both bands playing 

two great jazz standards.  The intention is to 

make this an annual event and the band has 

already discussed a theme for next year. 

 

POPS in the Park performers Cariboo Gold Dance 

Band play their classic repertoire (Photo Kathleen 

MacDonald) 

The Dance Band has performed in concert with 

the Quintet Plus Choir many times over the 

years, and on Monday June 3, the two groups 

combined for a first-time event at the 

Retirement Concepts Seniors Village.  

Organizers decorated the centre and provided 

goodies for the “Seniors Prom”, with Q+ and 

CGDB providing the entertainment for the 

evening.  Many of the seniors even dressed up 

in their finest to help make the night a great 

success.   

The third annual POPS IN THE PARK was held on 

Father's Day this year, Sunday June 16th in 

Boitanio Park.  Though the weather could have 

been more cooperative, as a fundraising event 

for music programs for our youth it was once 

again very productive.  This year's event 

generated over $5000 for the young people of 

our community.  The afternoon included 

performances by an LCSS Trio, Quintet Plus 

Choir, the Cariboo-Chilcotin Youth Fiddlers, 

Synergy, the Cariboo Festival Allstars and the 

Cariboo Gold Dance Band closed out the 

afternoon. 

The CGDB Executive held its year-end meeting 

on June 25 at the Senior Activity Centre to 

review the band performance for the year and 

begin the planning for next fall.  Two shows are 

already in the works for the band after the 

summer break.   

The second annual OKTOBERFEST held by the 

SAC Tuesday lunch team is proposed for mid 

October (Oct 12 or 19) and will be a fundraiser 

for the Cancer Society.  As well, Saturday, 

November 9, the band will be hosting A NIGHT 

TO REMEMBER in the Gibraltar Room with a 

focus on Remembrance Day and the memories 

and losses of World Wars – WW I and WW II. 

Once again, the hope is to have the local 

ballroom dancers included to demonstrate 
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popular dance moves of the era to help make 

the evening another fantastic show. 

Community Band 

 

Stampede Parade float holds the members of the 

Community Band. 

Community Band performed at a spring 

concert at Boitanio Park, the Stampede 

Parade, Canada Day, and the Heritage Event 

on the last day of the Williams Lake 

Stampede.  Starting up again in September. 

Cariboo Festival Society 

The 2019 Festival was a great success.  

Registrations were, once again, up this year.   

It began in early April with the Vocal & Choral 

Section which was Adjudicated by Sarona 

Mynhardt.  There were many wonderful 

performances in all aspects from the youngest 

Musical Theatre participants right up to the 

Intermediate and Senior Classical performers.  

We also had three well prepared adult Choirs 

round out the Choral Section.  Next was the 

Speech Arts where our eager participants 

came mostly from the Big Lake Elementary 

School.  They entertained the spectators with 

Humorous Poetry, a little bit of Shakespeare and 

even Cowboy Poetry.  Caroljoy Green, the 

Adjudicator, was very pleased the each and 

every performance. 

 

 Bethany Nairn receiving pointers from the piano 

Adjudicator, Maureen Hollis (Photo from Raeleen 

Campsall) 

The second week brought the Piano Section 

with Maureen Hollis as the Adjudicator.  We 

were treated to pieces from the 1900’s 

Romantic Era, a bit of Baroque, Ballad & Blues 

and a whole lot of Jazz!!     The last section was 

Strings, Band & Instrumental with Adjudicator 

Susan Aylard.  While our participants were 

predominately violin, we were not disappointed 

with any young artist.   

We rounded out the month with our Honours 

Concert which featured most of our Award 

Winners.  Once again, the audience was not 

disappointed.  In total we handed out 

approximately $2000.00 in Bursaries and 

Scholarships. 
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Late May brought the Provincial Festival which 

was held in Chilliwack.  The Cariboo Festival was 

able to send six participants:  Olivia Rowse 

(violin), Isaac Shoults (vocal), Eloise Hobi 

(vocal), Cassius Ford (vocal), Cooper Amos 

(vocal) and Lauryn Marklinger (piano).  They 

performed well and made us all proud.  Of 

Special note:  Eloise Hobi received Honourable 

Mention in the Junior Classical Section and 

Cassius Ford won First Place in the Junior Musical 

Production.  Congratulations to all our Provincial 

Participants. (Submitted by Raeleen Campsall) 

 

Cassius Ford displays a first-place medal from the 

Provincial competition held in May. 

Congratulations, young man!! 

 Museum of the Cariboo Chilcotin 

 

Francis Johnson and his young mentees perform 

traditional hoop dances at 1st annual Heritage 

Gathering (Photo by Sharon MacDonald) 

We are very excited to be entering a busy 

summer season at the Museum of the Cariboo 

Chilcotin! We are thrilled with the success of our 

Heritage Gathering which took place at the 

Williams Lake Stampede Park on July 1st. The 

Museum would like to give a warm thanks to all 

those who braved the weather to take part in 

our free, family events that included classic 

children’s games, a vintage car show, local 

vendors, a range of First Nations traditional 

activities and performances, and much more. 

We would also like to extend our sincere 

gratitude for the many sponsors, generous 

donations, and numerous volunteers that made 

the event a success and enabled both visitors 

and community members to join in the 

celebration of the cultural heritage of the 

Cariboo region. We are delighted at the 

positive reception of the Museum’s first Heritage 

Gathering and look forward to our future 

community events. Watch for updates on our 

upcoming events on the Museum’s social 

media pages and on our website.   
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A selection of children’s games were set out at the 

Heritage Gathering (Photo by Sharon MacDonald) 

The Museum would also like to invite the Williams 

Lake community to visit our many new exhibits 

that we are continuing to develop throughout 

the summer months. This week, we completed 

a display to commemorate the life of the 

internationally renowned Elvis tribute performer 

Morris Bates, and we would like to welcome the 

community to learn more about his legacy and 

significance to Williams Lake through the 

Museum’s exhibit. 

Further, the Museum recently completed an 

exhibit in collaboration with community 

members on the residential school at St. 

Joseph’s Mission. While a dark time in the 

Cariboo’s history, the Mission represents one of 

the many settler initiatives that defined colonial 

society for generations in the local area. The 

exhibit highlights the facts of the Mission but also 

reminds visitors of the resiliency of survivors. This 

exhibit is supported by the Heritage Legacy 

Fund, the City of Williams Lake, and the Cariboo 

Regional District via the Central Cariboo Arts 

and Culture Society. The exhibit would not have 

been possible without the contributions from 

community members. 

In other news, the Museum is continuing its 

extensive cataloguing project that is integrating 

the collection’s catalogue records with the 

Museum’s online database. This project has 

been spearheaded by our dedicated summer 

students, Daylynn, Keanna, and Grady, who 

have also contributed to many of the displays 

that can be found throughout the Museum. We 

are also excited to introduce some new 

additions to our museum’s team: project 

assistants Nadia and Casey who are 

contributing to the preservation and 

cataloguing components of the ongoing 

project, and our new office manager Alex who 

is assisting the museum with its administrative 

duties. Our new staff members are eager to 

engage with the Museum’s wide community, so 

please stop by to say hello on your next visit.   

Finally, the Museum would like to offer our 

thanks to the Community Arts Council of 

Williams Lake for their continued support in 

helping the Museum to promote the diverse 

cultural heritage of the Cariboo region.  

We look forward to seeing both new and 

familiar faces as the summer season at the 

Museum of the Cariboo Chilcotin continues! 

(Submitted by Alexandra Geris) 

Quintet Plus 
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Quintet Plus is Williams Lake’s only mixed adult 

choir.  The other choirs in the community are 

groups for either men or women.  We find it 

quite rewarding having the mix of male and 

female voices.  Our director is Michelle 

Erlandson, our accompanist is Heather Froese.  

We are so grateful to these two women for 

leading us. 

 

We only take new singers in twice a year.   We 

start up our next session on September 9th.  

There will be an ad in the paper and on 

Facebook telling people how to join us. 

 

Our first performance in the new year was at the 

Hough Memorial Parade of Choirs.  This is an 

annual fund raiser for cancer imaging 

equipment.  It is a huge fund raiser for this group.  

Our local choirs sing, and a very skilled choir 

from 100 Mile also participates.  The final song 

was a mass choir performance of 'Homeward 

Bound'. 

 

 
Quintet Plus tunes in at POPS in the Park (Photo by 

Kathleen MacDonald) 

 

In April, Quintet Plus participated in the Cariboo 

Festival.  The adjudicator chose Quintet Plus as 

the top choir. Our director won top director. We 

performed at a choir concert with the other 

competing choirs after the adjudication. We 

were then invited to sing one of our winning 

songs at the Cariboo Festival Honours 

performance.  The adjudicator was so positive, 

that we have invited her to lead a choral 

workshop in the fall.  We thank the CCACS for 

the grant to help make this affordable for us.  

We are inviting members from all the local adult 

choirs to participate. 

 

Quintet Plus regularly performs with Cariboo 

Gold Dance Band at Retirement Concepts. We 

had a very appreciative audience in May.  We 

also sing for the residents at Deni House. 

 

The last big events for Quintet Plus was ‘Pops in 

the Park’ and Canada Day.  We were lucky with 

the weather at both events.   

 

 You can Find Quintet Plus on Facebook. 

(Submitted by Sharon Hoffman) 

Station House Gallery 

Commemorating 100 Years, the Station House 

Building holds within it a storied history of 

development within the Cariboo region.  On 

display until the end of August, archival 

photographs and functional items from the 

Station’s operations are paired with 

contemporary tin-type images produced by 

Rick Magnell.  These photographs include family 

members related to the railroad history of 

Williams lake, and they blend seamlessly into the 

historical feel of the show.   

The opening event for this show drew a large 

crowd, including local dignitaries and 

descendants of the railway workers from the 

Station’s history. Cake was served, while moving 

speeches carried the sentiment that the gallery 

society and the building form an important 

cornerstone of culture in Williams Lake. 
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This display features Ryan Hutchinson in the tintype 

on the wall. The photo was taken last week by Rick 

Magnell! His great grandfather, Fred Hutchinson, 

was the Station House‘s first agent when that first 

train came steaming its way up the track in -40 

weather January 2020. We love that so many of 

these original families still have descendants living, 

working and volunteering in Williams Lake in 2019! 

(Photo from SHG Facebook page) 

Art classes for youth have been successful 

throughout spring, with Miss Whitespider Arts’ Al-

Lisa McKay teaching two groups of children, 

youth aged 5 to 8 in one class and older 

children in another. 

Entering the upstairs studio on these days 

suggests a quote from author Junot Diaz: “The 

whole culture is telling you to hurry, while the art 

tells you to take your time. Always listen to the 

art.” Supporting youth arts continues to be a 

highlight of the gallery’s activities, and this 

spring, to celebrate their 50th anniversary, 

Community Arts Council contributed funds to 

cover 2 class registration fees for youth who 

might not be able to afford them.   

Beautification comes in many forms, and this 

spring, a brilliant renovation of the restroom and 

addition of a kitchenette proved a solid 

commitment of time from Bill Lloyd and Clayton 

Allen, and the result is fantastic.  There are many 

compelling reasons to visit the gallery, but I 

daresay this is a good one, too! 

 

Mayor of Williams Lake, Walt Cobb, and MLA 

Donna Barnett attend the 100th Anniversary event in 

early July (Photo from SHG Facebook page) 
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Exhibits throughout winter and spring keep 

visitors intrigued, and our call for submissions for 

the 2019 exhibition schedule are open until the 

end of September.  Please visit 

www.stationhousegallery.com to learn more 

about the process. (Submitted by Venta 

Rutkauskas) 

Williams Lake Spinners Weavers and Fibre 

Artists 

 

Weaver Alice works on a tartan on the guild room 

loom (Photo by Emily Clearwater)  

We have had a busy first half of 2019. On March 

2nd we held a mini-workshop during our regular 

Wednesday morning meeting time to make 

beaded orifice loops. These were given away to 

each registrant at our annual Spin-In, this year 

held on May 4th. The Spin-In attracted ~50 

spinners from all over the province and as usual 

made for an enjoyable day. It was good to see 

familiar faces, and new ones, too. There were 

quite a few entries to the two challenges we 

had this year. The winner of the Whatzit drop 

spindle challenge (make a drop spindle made 

of objects not associated with spinning) was 

Dorothy Unrau, while the winner of the 

thick'n'thin spinning yarn was Rozanne Sander. 

We were so pleased to award Lynne Rettburg 

and Anita Stoughton free registrations, donated 

by the CACWL as part of their 50th Birthday 

celebrations. The longest yarn spun in 15 

minutes was won by Denise Titford, while the 

50/50 draw was won by Karen Richardson, and 

the raffle basket by Anne Carmicheal. There 

were also a large number of door prizes, too 

numerous to list the winners here; almost 

everyone went home with something special. A 

good time was had by all, and we are looking 

forward to doing it all again next year. 

A couple of our members volunteered for the 

clothing repair at the May 11th Repair Café held 

at the Potato House. While turnout was a little 

disappointing, it was still an enjoyable day. Our 

annual garage sale in the Arts Centre carpark 

was held on May 26th; along with second-hand 

goods we sold bannock, and the Potters Guild 

had a seconds table set up. This event helps us 

to pay for a few months’ rent, so thank you to 

everyone who stopped by. 

“Lees Surrender” table runner in progress on the 

loom (Photo by Emily Clearwater) 

http://www.stationhousegallery.com/
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We have a new ongoing event; group knitting 

days held on the 3rd Saturday of each month, in 

our guild room at the Arts Centre. This is 

available as a drop for the public; anyone 

wanting to knit "ensemble", or needs help with a 

knitting problem, is welcome, as are total 

beginners. We also continue to hold our 

Spinning Days on the last Wednesday of the 

month, which the public are also welcomed to 

attend.  

On Wednesday April 10th, guild secretary Linda 

Purjue facilitated an in-guild workshop on 

translating music scores into weaving patterns. 

A very inspirational class, and we look forward 

to the follow up - name-drafting, translating 

names, or any written words, into weaving 

patterns. 

“Flamepoint (twill threading variation)” rug in 

progress on the loom (Photo by Emily Clearwater) 

The heritage committee invited us to 

demonstrate spinning on July 1st at the Heritage 

Day event. We had a small delegation, with 

some dressed up in heritage costume. 

The guild room is always busy at our Wednesday 

meetings, some days squeezed up to the brim! 

It’s great to have so many members attending 

frequently. We have gained a few new 

members this year and it is wonderful to see their 

enthusiasm and interest, as well as their skills 

develop.  

Recent individual projects made on the guild 

equipment in the guild room include a woollen 

“Flamepoint (twill threading variation)” rug by 

Emily, linen tea towels by Alice, and two “Lee’s 

Surender” table runners; one each by Linda and 

Barb. 

On top of all that, our new President Barb Bowles 

has worked incredibly hard during her first 6 

months on the job; she is proving to be an 

excellent president who puts in a lot of effort 

and leads by example. Barb has had some 

great initiatives towards keeping the guild room 

more organised, as well as beginning to 

develop a contact list for spinners to connect 

with local sheep/ fibre animal owners. This has 

resulted in us having greatly improved 

accessibility to many different types of fleece 

such as Icelandic and Texel. 

Summer is usually a quiet period as many of us 

take holidays out of town. Come September 

though, we will be back in full numbers. We 

have some fibre art sessions organised for the 

Child Development Centre in November, plus of 

course preparation for the Earth Friendly event 

in Early December. (Submitted by Emily 

Clearwater) 

Williams Lake Studio Theatre 

Continuing on in the WLST’s 64th season, the 

Players presented  Much Ado About Nothing 

and Cherry Docs.  Cherry Docs went on to 

perform at the Theatre BC’s Mainstage, held in 

Port Alberni this year, with playwright David 

Gow in attendance.  The play took home three 

awards (Congratulations!):  
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Best Set Design - Jamie Regier  

Best Sound Design - Alix Leary  

Best Lighting Design - Cathie Hamm 

 

The cast and crew of Cherry Docs in Port Alberni 

(Photo from WLST Facebook page)  

 

A scene from Much Ado About Nothing, performed 

in March (Photo by Kathleen MacDonald) 

Development is top of mind at the Studio 

Theatre, with a summer workshop series 

planned for July and August.  Subjects cover 

diverse terrain, including acting, vocal and 

costume design.  Improv nights are also back on 

the roster, so be sure to keep abreast of all the 

news with the group’s active Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/wlstudiotheatre 

Williams Lake Writers Group 

Wow!  What can I say!  After a substantial time 

of dwindling and scraping along, suddenly the 

Writers' Group is blossoming.  We had an 

interview done by the Tribune newspaper, and 

since it was printed, we have had interesting 

things happening.  Besides having individual 

people contacting us, we have also been 

contacted by another small local publication 

wanting to work with us, and the CBC Kamloops 

radio station wanting to do an interview with 

us.  Those interviews are happening in the near 

future. 

The Group is also planning a Saturday afternoon 

Writers' Cafe at the New World Coffee Shop 

probably in September.  We will be publicly 

reading some of our creative efforts, as well as 

inviting any local amateur writers who care to 

share their writings to join us for an interesting 

and enjoyable two hours. 

We presently meet on the third Thursday of 

each month at 2:00 at the Art Centre.  During 

these gatherings, we share our writings, play 

with words, help each other with any difficulties 

that arise, and encourage each other 

magnificently.  Writing is fun, it is creative, it is 

therapeutic, it is a way to share thoughts, stories 

and information with the world.  

 (Submitted by Linda Purjue) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/wlstudiotheatre
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Behind every 

successful Arts 

Council stand 

incredible 

funders! 

 

WE ACKNOWLEDGE THE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
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Community Art brings individuals together, shows 

off beautiful people and inspires! POPS in the Park 

raises funds for youth to pursue music lessons when 

there are hurdles in the way of doing so.  The 

concert showcases our local talent, bringing young 

and old out to celebrate. (Photo by Kathleen 

MacDonald) 

 


